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Symposium
“Next Step toward a ‘World Free of Nuclear Weapons’: 2010 NPT Review
Conference and beyond”

Chair:
Mitsuru Kurosawa, Osaka Jogakuin University

Speaker:
Ambassador Nobuyasu Abe, Director of the Center for the Promotion of Disarmament
and Non-Proliferation, JIIA
Ambassador Libran N. Cabactulan, President of the 2010 Review Conference,
Ambassador of the Republic of Philippines to the United Nations
Professor William Potter, James Martin Center for Non-Proliferation Studies, MIIS

Mr. Akira Kawasaki, Executive Committee Member, Peace Boat

<Summary of the Presentations>
Ambassador Nobuyasu Abe
First, compared to the 2005 NPT Review Conference, which could not come to any

agreements, Mr. Abe assesses the outcome of the 2010 NPT Rev Con as a modest achievement with
the production of the consensus Final Document. He praises the President Mr. Cabactulan, who
contributed to the result with admirable leadership and skills.

Second, he reports the 2010 Rev Con, decided to hold an international conference on



Middle East issues. It could be held in 2012 with participation of Israel to discuss the issue which
has been pending since 1995.

Third, he explains the seven Actions that have to be taken by the NWS and says the
number and role of nuclear weapons must be reduced everywhere. For the purpose of reducing the
operational status and accidental use of nuclear warheads, all States have to reduce threats of all
types of weapons.

Moreover, he refers to transparency issues. To this point, the paragraph says the NWS has
to make reports by 2014 and review them in the 2015 conference. Additionally, the NWS has to
come up with a unified reporting format. Mr. Abe highly makes this point because the ‘specific year
and requirement’ prevents them from saying, “They are just general recommendations.”

In other achievements, there was a reaffirmation of unequivocal commitments made in
2000. In a NWC, the SG will convene the high level meeting, which will focus on the CD for a
FMCT and NSA, in September.

In conclusion, he points out all States have to push forward these important things, and
some volunteer small groups have to do something for a good society at a governmental level. He

gives an example of establishing a global center for non-proliferation and nuclear disarmaments.

Ambassador Libran N. Cabactulan

Mr. Cabactulan considers looking both backward and forward is important to produce the
outcome document in the 2010 NPT Review Conference. First, he explains the need of full
commitments by the Nuclear-Weapons States relating to the Action 3, 5, and 21 of the Final
Document. Especially, he highly assesses the Action 21, which encourages the NWS to agree a
standard reporting format and to determine appropriate reporting intervals. In this regard, he adds
that the Action 21, which says information provided by the NWS shall be accessible to the public,
will increase further transparency and trust level among States parties.

Second, he refers to the significance of the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty. He says the remaining Annex 2 countries need to take the necessary steps, and the
NWS has the special responsibility to encourage for seeking their ratifications of the CTBT.

Last, he explains there was an incremental success in the Middle East problem and hopes
the 2012 international conference will be convened with all participations of the Middle East States.
He says in the thorough process of the negotiation, the facilitator must be acceptable to all Middle
East States.

Speaker: Professor William Potter
First, in reviewing the 2010 Review Conference, Mr. Potter explains a “Focus Group”,

which consists of a number of small parties. It serves as the main venue for informal debating and



narrowing differences on issues, especially relating to the Middle East, and takes a responsibility for
finding the agreement on the Action Plan of the Final Document.

Second, he points out an innovation of the 2010 Rev Con regarding its focus of the work
of the three main committees on developing specific forward-looking recommendations in the form
of Action Items. He assesses the great virtue of this innovation is that NPT States have a scorecard
with sixty four specific benchmarks covering all of the Treaty’s three pillars against which they can
be judged during the next five-year review cycle.

His third observation pertains to disarmament provisions in the Final Document, which are
both more and less than meet the eye. On the one hand, they contain a number of positive elements,
including the Action Item 22 and reference to the Five Point Proposal by the UNSG for nuclear
disarmament.

On the other hand, unlike 2000, he points out the 2010 Final Document makes no specific
reference to the need for further reductions in non-strategic nuclear weapons despite the very strong
appeal for such action by many countries. He explains it masks the very pronounced divergence of
views between the NWS and NNWS over disarmament matters compared to the 2000 conference.
Thus, in the 2010 consensus document, he analyzes this “consensus” should not be interpreted as
very deep, especially as it relates to disarmament issues.

Next, as a significance of the post NPT Rev Con environment, he refers to ramifications of
the US-India nuclear deal, which is causing detrimental effects. The US would not revise its stance
on the US-India nuclear deal, and the stance is also echoed by France. This message implies that
states can pick and choose to implement elements of NPT Rev Con decisions. As a result, such
approach makes it very difficult to hold states to their NPT obligations.

In conclusion, he says even though a major divide still separates the NWS and the NNWS,
one can also find considerable common grounds. Thus, the balance is reassuring and should prompt
the international community to intensify its efforts to enter the next NPT review process cycle.

Mr. Akira Kawasaki

Mr. Kawasaki highly praises the outcome of the 2010 Final Document and explains two
points. The first is the need of a comprehensive framework and approach for the nuclear free world.
The second is the recommendation relating to a humanitarian aspect of nuclear weapons. He says the
Conference expresses its deep concern about the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use
of nuclear weapons and reaffirms special efforts by all States to comply with applicable international
law, including international humanitarian law.

Next, he says many NGOs are actively conducting strategic consultations for the next steps
to be taken. He introduces his organization, the Peace Boat, which held a consultation seminar to

identify key dimensions that civil society could move forward with issues of humanitarian,



environmental, and economic aspects. He emphasizes that it is the time for civil society to play
proactive roles to be a bridge among different spheres, such as NGOs, experts, and policy makers, to
interact each other.

In conclusion, he specifically touches on two policy tasks for Japan. The first commitment
is to limit the role of nuclear weapons. He refers to the Action 5(c) of the Disarmament
Recommendation of the Final Document of the NPT Rev Con and criticizes that Japan’s official
stance in the extended nuclear deterrence has not even taken the very modest step. Second, Japanese
immediate policy task regards a question of Japan-India nuclear cooperation. He refers to the Action
35 of the Final Document and points out that the Japanese cooperation with India would indirectly

assist nuclear weapons development of the country, violating this agreement.

<Summary of Q & A Session>

In a nuclear power business, not only the United States but also Japan entered the
negotiation with India, which possesses nuclear weapons but has not joined the NPT yet. To
this point, what should Japan do for further steps toward the nuclear free world?

Mr. Abe explains that advanced countries are competing to win construction orders in
nuclear power stations, so why not Japan also should do the business. However, he considers the
United States degraded itself with the ill-considered U.S.-India nuclear deal in terms of seeking the
goal of the nuclear free world. He suggests Japan should not degrade itself while demonstrating its
technological skills with a strong will which should coherently work on non- proliferation and
disarmament issues.

What factors contributed to the success of the 2010 NPT Review Conference and is
the difference between 2000 and 2010 conferences?

Mr. Cabactulan thanks the many States which helped and advised him what he should do
during the conference. Mr. Kawasaki explains not only key countries but also NGO groups were
seriously consulted on issues and emphasized the UNSG’s Five Point Proposals. Mr. Potter adds the
leadership character, innovation, flexibility, and preparation of items on the agenda, all of which
were well organized before the 2010 Rev Con.

If Japan sticks with a nuclear umbrella or all types of conventional weapons, do you
think it would be a hindrance to a goal of the nuclear free world?

Mr. Potter responds it is striking that a number of countries still have assumptions that the
nuclear deterrence is the main guarantee that they could stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons,
and that will be open to question.

Israel historically rejected participation for solving Middle East issues, and the final
consensus would not be reached without the participation of the country. If Israel
immediately rejects the participation again, what idea do you have to secure the participation?



Mr. Abe explains a couple of things should be considered in the next 2015 Rev Con. One
thing is that the conference should not be convened to orchestrate a denunciation of Israeli
possessions of nuclear weapons. Then, Israel will rebuke the conference which would not contribute
to a fruitful outcome. The second thing is that a question of whether member States should accept
the Israeli nuclear capabilities which are going to be debated by the IAEA soon. It is not an advisable
to pursue the issue during the negotiation by forcing Israel to stop its possessions of nuclear weapons.
Furthermore, outcries from other Middle East states that they might have desires to possess nuclear
weapons as well will emerge.
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